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Paint Correction is the process of reducing or removing imperfections in the topmost layer of a vehicle’s paint 

work. It addresses only the surface issues that are present in the clear coat. 

Surface imperfections can occur: 

1. During the refinish process in the form of dirt inclusions,  

2. Damage or blemishes in new vehicles, or 

3. In weathered or otherwise damaged surfaces adjacent to repair areas. 

 

Collision Centers customarily wet sand and buff or de-nib newly 

painted finishes to remove surface inclusions, and to assure that the 

surface is as smooth and lustrous as possible. 

Dealerships, and those who service them, may need to correct 

damage or paint defects in new vehicles. 

Automotive detailers use specialized products and techniques to 

restore the original condition and luster to older finishes. 

Damage can be obvious and visible or mere surface imperfections 

that cause sunlight to reflect differently, changing the appearance of 

the finish. 

The paint correction solution depends on the nature of the problem and the age of the finish. 

For Collision Centers, it represents both a quality assurance step, as well as a potential value-added service 

to offer customers. 

 

Common Surface Imperfections 

 Dirt 

 Road grit 

 Fly squash 

 Tree sap 

 Tar 

 Scratches 

 Acid rain damage 

 Automatic car wash damage 

 Swirl marks from poor waxing / buffing technique or materials 

 Water spots 
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A Tip to Consider 

Your goal may be to deliver a “perfect” paint job. That is often easier said than done. Conditions in your shop 

are within your control, but the condition of surfaces outside of the repair area is not. Damaged, dull, or 

scratched surfaces adjacent to the repair area detract from an otherwise pristine repair. 

 

A detailed pre-repair inspection process will identify old damage, fading, and imperfections that can be 

corrected. Offering customers detailing and paint correction services at an affordable rate will enable you to 

deliver the vehicle in the best possible condition. 

 

Add Paint Correction to your repertoire! 
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